
 Wild and Scenic Westfield River Committee presents  

Caught on Camera! 

 

On Saturday August 9, 2014 the Wild and Scenic Westfield River Committee will be presenting a 

workshop outlining the importance of photo monitoring in our efforts to preserve the wilderness. Photo 

monitoring is a great way to see the physical changes happening in the ecosystem. Through a collection 

of snap shots of one area over time, we can see the changes to the environment with a quick glance. 

Time spans may range anywhere from months to decades; as always though, the more data available 

the better. Throughout the workshop we will explain how this form of data collection is especially 

helpful along our river segments, allowing us to document the establishment and movement of both 

rare and invasive plant species. Pictures capture everything, both the important and minuscule. 

Something we find minuscule today may very well be important tomorrow, yet without a snapshot in 

time we may not have initially given the proper attention or documentation. 

Photo monitoring is also an inexpensive way to monitor wildlife movements. As the human gene 

pool gets more and more diluted due to migration, the opposite is happening to our wildlife 

populations. This is because as humans sprawl out, we tend to dissect and segment our natural 

surroundings with our manmade materials. This may be roads, fences, or something as simple as noise. 

For instance, a river section that has been undisturbed by humans allows wildlife to move freely in all 

directions (Figure 1). Now imagine what happens when a single road and 4 houses are constructed. This 

section of river that provided cohesive habitat to hundreds of different species of wildlife has now been 

divided into 4 segments; consequently pushing them away from their meeting place, the river (Figure 2). 

 

Figure 1: Unaltered wildlife habitat 

that allows free movement in all 

directions. 

Figure 2: Once roads and houses 

are built, wildlife habitat is 

segmented and free movement is 

limited  

*Unobstructed 

mobility is 

demonstrated by 

the arrows 



Animals move for various reasons whether it be for 

food, water, mating, or shelter and protection. Different 

species also move different distances depending on their 

size and needs. Regardless, when their habitats are 

segmented, free movement becomes limited. Migrant 

animals are forced to find alternative routes that may put 

them and humans at dangerous crossings. This is why it is 

important for us to respect our roaming friends and provide 

safe passage routes, also known as wildlife corridors. This is 

where wildlife tracking becomes handy.  

Various techniques can be used to track wildlife 

depending on one’s access to equipment and technology. 

Tracking can be as primitive as following footprints, scat, 

and hair snags or as advanced as tagging individuals and 

tracking their movements with GPS. During the workshop 

we will discuss how wildlife cameras are also a useful tool 

in tracking and may aid in the identification of possible 

migration routes when properly placed. If the photo 

monitoring techniques for a given area prove to gather 

useful information, it may be later used to advocate for 

wildlife conservation spaces or the implementation of 

wildlife corridors.  

So whether you love plants, animals, or both come 

join us August 9th for an educational and interactive outing! For registration and details please contact 

Meredyth Babcock: 413-623-2070 or volunteer@wildscenicwestfieldriver.org 

Conflicts: 
 Every 26 seconds an animal is hit 

on U.S. highways 

 Annually, Animal- Vehicle 

accidents cause 165 human 

deaths and cost $1 billion dollars 

in property damage 

 21 listed endangered and 

threatened species in the U.S. are 

seriously threatened by road 

mortality 

   

   Information and image courtesy of: 

http://www.nwf.org/What-We-Do/Protect-

Wildlife/Wildlife-Corridors.aspx 

 

http://online.nwf.org/site/Donation2?df_id=32500&32500.donation=form1&s_subsrc=Web_Content_Donate_CorridorsPage

